
The Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP     Ms.Anna Palmberg 

1 Victoria House      Clerk to Hackleton Parish Council 

138 Watling Street East         23 Old End 

Towcester       Piddington 

Northamptonshire      NN7 2DF 

NN12 6BT 

   South Northants Local Plan 2A  

Dear Andrea, 

On behalf of the Parish Councillors and the Parishioners of Hackleton, incorporating the other 

villages of Piddington, Horton and the hamlet of Preston Deanery , we would like to make you aware 

of our concerns as detailed below, with regard to the above development proposals. 

These development proposals potentially could result in the building of between 1,000 and 1200 

new dwellings, around the perimeter of the existing areas known as Preston Deanery – Option 1 and 

Wootton Option 2. 

Our concerns are as follows; 

A/ Highways – The B526 is a single lane road that runs from the Queen Eleanor Roundabout, above 

the A45, through the Wootton parish, through the parishes of Hackleton and Horton and then 

onwards to the town of Newport Pagnell, in Milton Keynes. 

This “B” road is already heavily utilised by motorists and haulage vehicles as a short cut to the Milton 

Keynes area, bypassing the A508 and the M1 motorway. A minimum of another 500 plus vehicles 

resulting from these new dwellings will cause extensive traffic congestion, gridlock and road surface 

wear. We are already experiencing gridlock at peak times on the A45 and the Queen Eleanor 

roundabout.  

B/ Air Quality – The potential increased vehicle traffic as detailed above will only further reduce the 

existing air quality and potential cause pollution to both human and existing wildlife.  

C/ Schools – With the arrival of a further 1200 new dwellings there will be the requirement for a 

possible 500 - 1000 school places. There are four existing Junior and two mixed all through Primary, 

Secondary and 6th form schools currently covering the Wootton, Hardingstone and Hackleton 

villages. These schools are already at near full capacity.  

With the implementation of parental choice, bought in by the Conservative Government many years 

ago, allowing parents to choose Primary and Secondary schools for their children, (dependent on 

spaces) this will result in many more vehicles on the B526 and surrounding roads, doing the school 

runs. These extra vehicles will obviously add to the existing traffic congestion and pollution 

identified in items A & B above. 



D/ Medical Facilities – There is no provision in these developments for a new medical centre. It 

therefore goes without saying that another 1000 new dwellings will result in approximately 1000  – 

1500 new patients. The existing neighbourhood medical centres at Wootton and Denton are already 

under pressure and another possible 1000 + patients will make getting a GP appointment almost 

impossible. 

As well as these local medical centres, it is obvious that these new dwellings will place intolerable 

pressure on Northampton’s General Hospital. 

Finally may we question why any of these proposed two developments in Local Plan 2A are required, 

as having attended a recent SNC Briefing on Local Plan 2A at the South Northants Council premises 

on April 5th, we were informed that our council have already provided their required allocation of 

new builds for the next few years. 

It would appear that also at this meeting, the main reason why these new builds are being 

suggested, is to assist Northampton Borough Council, who do not appear to have sufficient housing 

requirements to satisfy the government’s  new build targets. 

We respectfully request that you consider our objections as detailed above and sincerely hope that 

you are able to support us in challenging the justification for these two developments. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Edward Kilpin MBE 

Chairman Hackleton Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

        


