
Do We Need A Neighbourhood Plan? 
 
I have called this meeting because I believe that the parish, as we 
know it, is under threat. 
This is quite clear from the evidence of recent encroachment into 
the area and proposals included under the SNC Local Plan 2a. 
 
The current Options due for consultation in June include land up to 
the Preston Deanery crossroad with a proposed 1200 houses. 
Access from that estate would be onto the B526 and the lane to 
Little Houghton. 
 
Developers have highlighted this area as the most desirable from 
their point of view.  
Framptons have produced a brochure which clearly shows its 
intention to build at least as far as Salcey Forest, engulfing our 
parish entirely. 
 
This would result in massive loss of agricultural land, the character 
of the villages, wildlife – and would increase the volume of traffic 
on the B526 way beyond capacity. 
 
At present we are protected by the Local Plan and there are 
‘promises’ that villages will not be significantly affected. From the 
evidence of Local Plan 2a in our area, can we rely on that 
‘promise’ into the future? 
 
There are three levels of action that we could take, the most robust 
by far being a Neighbourhood Plan, which has status in law and 
would form part of the SNC Local Plan. 
 
The NP offers most protection against hostile developers, but it 
involves much more than that: 
It puts the community in the driving seat of development in its 
parish, in terms of housing and the environment; 
It has by its nature, to represent and involve all aspects and 
members of the community; 
It necessitates wide consultation and requires expert input; 
It has a cost element of around £30,000 over three years; 
There is a very large time and effort commitment from everyone 
involved – which usually carries benefits; 
It has to be under the auspices of the parish council, but it would 
be a flexible working group that carries out the work, not a 



committee – or anything which suggests that only a few people 
would be involved, like a club; 
There would be public meetings and newsletters to involve as 
many people as possible; 
The people of the parish will be encouraged to share their views 
and desires and to be involved at all stages; 
Once approved, the Plan would be put to the parish in a 
referendum, for adoption. 
 
The completed Neighbourhood Plan would contain deliverable 
commitments, not least in terms of housing; we would be obliged 
to fulfil that commitment. 
 
It would be a lot of work 
 
But it would be our Plan… not something done to us. 
 
Final word: once the process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan 
is begun, the kind of threat I mentioned earlier would be put on 
hold. 
 
The next stage? 
 
Will depend on the outcome of this meeting.  The decision would 
have to be approved at a full Parish Council meeting, presumably 
in May,  
 
From then on we would follow the guidelines by contacting SNC 
and announcing our intent.  It would take about 4 – 6 weeks to 
gain approval to commence the process. 
 
This is not equivalent to Brexit; SNC welcomes NPs and we would 
be partners with them in their Local Plan (once we have an 
approved NP). 
 
We would need someone to lead the working group. 
 
We would start the process of involving the community, outlining 
the procedure, and seeking input. 
 
This is supposed to sound exciting – not hard work! 


