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HACKLETON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD  
ON TUESDAY 2

nd
 MAY 2017 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING IN THE ANNEXE OF  

HACKLETON VILLAGE HALL. 
 
PRESENT: Parish Council: Chairman R Hawkesford, Vice-Chairman P Heap, Cllr G Ward, Cllr G Tobutt, Cllr J Clark, Cllr T Peterkin, Cllr 
L Nash, Cllr E Kilpin and Cllr S Harris, District Councillor B Atkinson and the Clerk (Ms A Palmberg) and three residents. 

 
219/17 Opening procedures 

a) To approve apologies for absence - apologies were received from Cllr Willmer and County Councillor M Clarke BEM. Cllr 
Atkinson reminded the Parish Council that local elections take place on 4

th
 May.  

b) Declarations of interest from members - None 
c) Approval of the minutes from the Ordinary meeting held on Tuesday 4

th
 April, 2017. Cllr Peterkin proposed that the minutes 

be approved, seconded by Cllr Kilpin. All were in favour of the proposal. 
 
220/17 Public Time 

a) To receive comments from members of the public attending the meeting 
One resident mentioned that he had recently had a potential buyer pull out of purchasing his property on the basis that there is 
speculation of development in the village particularly certain surrounding fields. Cllr Atkinson explained that specific sections/plots 
of land were put forward during the introduction of the Localism Bill. This has meant that the proposals will remain in place. As and 
when housing needs are determined, these sites will become known as option sites. If Hackleton Parish Council agrees to undertake 
the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, there will be increased protection to stop speculators developing such sites.  The 
Chairman added that he is confident that SNC’s intention is not to blight the character of the village. 
 
221/17 Reports 

a) County  Councillor 
No report 
 

b) District Councillor  
 

The Local Plan (Part 2A) Document 
The draft of this is now in the public domain and available. All feedback/objections relating to this draft can be sent prior to the 
formal consultation to:  
The Planning Dept. South Northamptonshire Council, The Forum, Moat Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD. The formal consultation 
begins in June of this year and will last for 10 weeks.  
The next steps for the plan are:- 

 Summer 2017 – formal consultation 

 Autumn 2017 – analysis of the comments made and changes (if any) made to the draft 

 Early 2018 – Public Examination with the Planning Inspector 

 Publication of the Plan with the Inspector Comments 

 Autumn 2018 – Adoption of the Final Part 2 Plan 
I make no apologies for again banging on about the two major potential developments encroaching on our communities. I refer of 
course to - 
Land between Wootton, Hardingstone and up to Preston Deanery - for up to 1200 dwellings - OPTION 1 
Land South of Newport Pagnell Road (around the Caroline Chisholm School) - for up to 1200 dwellings - OPTION 2   
These two sites are being promoted aggressively by the developers Framptons (Option-1) & Barratts Homes (Option-2) who are 
using the excuse to develop on what is classed as Northampton Related Development Area (NRDA) due to the Northampton 
Borough Council land short-fall requirement for up to 5,000 houses from now until 2029. 
Unfortunately, we can't just tell them to go away, or refuse these applications out-of-hand as the developers will take the decision 
to appeal and the Government Inspector will more than likely overturn SNC's refusal decision! 
As a community, everybody should write, or email their concerns due to the blight these two applications will bring to the area over 
the coming years. Your arguments should include the size and make up of our current road system, which is currently at breaking 
point! Already during the early morning and late evening rush hour periods, the roads and junctions at the Queen Eleanor 
roundabout, Junction 15 at the M1 around Grange Park the A45 and other local junctions are at virtual grid-lock and that is without 
these other proposed development areas which are currently being built and about to be built which include: 
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St. George's Field and Keir Pension sites at Wootton totalling 400 new homes.  
Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) at Hardingstone 1,525 new homes. 
Collingtree (SUE) 1,000 + new homes. 
Lastly, the two latest sites OPTIONS 1 & 2 at Wootton and Preston Deanery totalling up to 2,400 new homes.  
We as residents who use these roads daily just cannot accept these volumes of traffic on the type of current road system we 
have! Some of these sites are only bounded by 'B Class' roads and 'Country Lanes'. Unless a major investment drive is undertaken to 
upgrade all these areas, the roads will be damaged by heavy construction traffic for years to come! The Highways Agency is not of 
much help as their mantra is 'develop to the roads constraints' which is of no use at all when facing the traffic volumes currently 
proposed!! 
That said we have to also add into the mix another problem which currently features with traffic, that of Air Pollution from both 
Diesel and Petrol vehicle exhaust systems. Even now the figures are very high for Air Pollution deaths in the U.K. with emission 
figures well over the safety levels promoted by the E.U. So, what are they going to be like with a further 10,650 vehicles on the road 
(based on 2 vehicles per household) which could add up to a further approximate 21,000 vehicle movements per day? If the roads 
can't cope with the current traffic volumes today, what sort of conditions will arise from these additional numbers in the future? 
The other major concern is that of Global Warming which creates excessive weather patterns and leads to intense rainfalls and 
flooding. As we live close to the Wootton Brook, this is an ongoing problem which requires mitigation, but I will not dwell on this 
point now as we all have up until sometime near September to forward our consultation returns, so I will cover flooding in my June 
report - thank you.   
As written by Bob Atkinson - Councillor Hackleton Ward, South Northamptonshire Council. 
Cllr Atkinson further added that he has met with Cllr Morris (Transport and Environment Councillor at NCC) and has enquired about 
road conditions particularly Lucas Lane and Great Lane in Hackleton. Cllr Peterkin mentioned that he has contacted Street Doctor 
already regarding some of these issues. 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that Cllr Atkinson would contact Cllr Morris directly with some of these concerns. 
 
222/17 To discuss and agree the development of a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

The Chairman updated the Parish Council on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan and mentioned that most of the Parish Councillors 

had attended the Planning EGM which was held on 18
th

 April at the Village Hall, Hackleton. He went on to echo Cllr Atkinson’s 

sentiments regarding aggressive speculators who have identified large areas of land around the Parish. He stressed that the Parish 

Council do not wish to prevent proposed developments as it is fully aware of housing needs but encouraged the Parish Council to 

consider carefully the development of a Parish Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Atkinson added that a NP would increase the amount of 

funds available to local authorities as a result of local developments. Cllr Peterkin proposed that the Parish Council agree to the NP. 

The proposal was seconded by Cllr Clark and all were in favour. 

 

223/17 To receive an update on the Playing Field/Recreation Ground/School: 

 The School working group 

Cllr Ward said that there was no update. Cllr Nash informed the Parish Council that the school plan to apply for funding to the 

London Marathon trust. Cllr Kilpin advised the meeting that the school lease is due to be signed imminently.  

 MUGA 

Cllr Tobutt said that a surface which is not tarmac would require regular maintenance including sweeping and daily inspections. The 

Chairman stressed that the purpose of the MUGA would be exclusively that of a games area and would possibly require re-surfacing 

every 20 years. Cllr Atkinson was asked when he thought funds would become available and it would appear that it ought to be fairly 

imminent. The Chairman suggested setting up a working party and asked for volunteers.  

 Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that Cllr Harris, Cllr Nash and Cllr Tobutt would obtain quotes for floodlights and update the 

Parish Council on progress at the July meeting.  

 

224/17 To receive an update on the possibility of having a Parish Emergency Plan 

Cllr Kilpin advised the meeting that aside from the WI who could help with food provisions, there ought to be a list of qualified first 

aiders. All agreed that premises, food and first aid are the most important aspects of an emergency plan. 

Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that a note would be featured in Forum magazine as well as on the website. 
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225/17 To agree on the on the proposed VAS sign in Hackleton and Brafield Road, Horton 

The Parish Council agree that a mobile VAS sign would be the most beneficial traffic calming method. The positioning of the mobile 
VAS will need to be agreed. Brafield Rd. will be included in the siting of the sign. Cllr Clark recommended a particular VAS sign, which 
met with the approval of the committee. While two councillors felt that two signs should be purchased, the majority thought we 
should wait until the data had been evaluated, before deciding on a second sign.  
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that Cllr Ward would liaise with Highways.  
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the sign should initially be located, for a ten week period, at the top of Brafield Road, and 
that the data from that be used to determine the efficacy of the VAS.  
 

226/17 To receive an update on the requested works to K31 footpath 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the guardrails have now been erected. Cllr Harris agreed that it was done to a good 

standard. 

  

227/17 To receive quotes on the proposed cemetery footpaths 

Cllr Tobutt presented two quotes. Cllr Nash confirmed that monies would be obtained from the Unesco fund.  

Members RESOLVED: Mr Tim Nunn’s quote was approved and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact him.  

  

228/17 To receive an update from the joint parishes executive meeting 

Cllr Peterkin advised the Parish Council that having attended the most recent meeting his thoughts are that the drive to pursue the 

objective is losing its momentum. He went on to say that representatives from East Hunsbury had not sent a letter to Andrea 

Leadsom. There was also no representative from Great Houghton at the last meeting. Cllr Atkinson suggested that with two 

imminent elections coming up, there is clearly some uncertainty. It was generally felt that if a more militant response is eventually 

required, action can then be taken.  

 

229/17 To receive an update on the adoption of the telephone box 

The Clerk advised the meeting that there was no update. 

 

230/17 To receive an update on the proposed works to Longland Meadow pond 

Cllr Heap updated the Parish Councillor and said that a Hawthorne tree has been felled. She also feels that Mr Tim Judkins of 

Allseasons quote of £150 per cut for the next three years is acceptable and urged the Parish Council to approve this as a matter of 

urgency. Cllr Kilpin proposed to renew Allseasons contract. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Heap and all were in favour. 

Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that a new contract would be drawn up. 

 

231/17 To receive an update on the proposed purchase of a beacon for Remembrance Day 2018 

Cllr Tobutt advised the meeting that he has received a quote for £1,000 which is a beacon requiring 7ft height clearance. Cllr 

Peterkin suggested obtaining additional quotes and suggested co-ordinating the task with Cllr Tobutt. 

 

232/17 To discuss and agree the change of use of the Cemetery 

Cllr Kilpin suggested to the meeting that perhaps there ought to be consecrated and non-consecrated areas allocated in the 

cemetery. He mentioned that the preference of a burial is usually that of the family.  

 Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that once the cemetery path extension is in place, the allocation of land will be determined.  

 

233/17 To receive an update on the distribution of Forum to “Poppyfields”/Noticeboard 

The Clerk advised the meeting that she had not received a quote from Forum magazine yet. Cllr Tobutt suggested a metal 

noticeboard as he feels this would be more in-keeping with the character of the area.  

Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Sales Manager at Morris Homes to determine a location for a 

noticeboard and follow up on the magazine distribution. 
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234/17 Finance & Administration 

a) To receive the Receipts and Payments account to 30
th

 April, 2017. The Clerk advised bank balances of £45,697.12 

 

b)  Payments to be authorised 

 
Payments May 
2017 

   
VAT 

Allseasons 101078 Piddington Churchyard mowing £264.00 £44.00 

Mr Simon Chinnery 101079 Grounds Maintenance Expenses £5.00   

Mr Simon Chinnery 101080 Grounds Maintenance (April 2017) £87.15   

Ms Claire Sparkes 101081 Grounds Maintenance (April 2017) £280.80   

Ms Anna Palmberg 101082 Clerk's Salary (April 2017) £663.97   

Anglian Water Ltd. 101083 Churchyard Water £17.54   

Weedwise 101084 Rec Mowing £413.33 £68.89 

Barbara Osborne 101085 Payroll Officer £60.00   

HMRC 101086 PAYE & NI £44.13   

E.on 101087 Streetlight Electricity £1,010.35 £168.39 

   
£2,846.27 £281.28 

 

 

Cllr Kilpin proposed the payments be authorised. The Proposal was seconded by Cllr Heap and the payments were approved by the 
meeting. 
 
Date of next Meeting – Ordinary Meeting – Tuesday 13

th
 June, 2017 in the Annexe of Hackleton Village Hall.  

The meeting closed at 9:20pm 
 
 
 
 
Chairman .....................................      Date ........................ 
 

 
 

These minutes are in draft format until formally approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 


